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Josh Shipp aka òThe Teen Whispereró is a former 

at -risk foster kid turned teen advocate.  Josh had 

a traumatic childhood. He was abandoned at 

birth, thrown into many different foster homes. 

Abused, addicted, and suicidalé Josh KNOWS 

what it means to be a teen in trouble.  Thanks to caring adults Josh 

was able to triumph over the hardship, and has dedicated his life to 

helping kids and families succeed.  
 

Josh talks directly to teens about topics that are crucial to success 

and often difficult to talk about. He talks about all these things in a 

way thatõs entertaining and grabs the attention of even the most 

difficult teen immediately. Itõs a message from someone whoõs 

been there and wants teens to succeed and parents to feel 

empowered.  
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Should You Give Your Parents Another Chance?  The thought of 

giving your parents another chance can be hard to consider ñ

especially if youõre angry about something.  It seems like the answer 

is obvious, right? Why should you give your parents another 

chance? Theyõre the authority figures.  Theyõre supposed to set the 

example.  Since when did this fall on your shoulders?  Hereõs the 

thing: Nobodyõs perfect.  Not you, not your parents, certainly not 

me. Why? Because everybody has a story.  
 

WATCH: GIVE YOUR PARENTS ANOTHER CHANCE 

FOLLOW IFAPAõS WEEKLY WORD 

FOR NEWS, MOTIVATIONAL  

QUOTES 

AND  TOUCHING STORIES.   
 

Research Shows Household 
Chores Are a Proven 
Predictor of Success 

 

If you needed a reason to establish 

a regimen of 

chores for your 

kids beyond, 

"These rugs 

won't vacuum 

themselves," 

science has 

your back. 

Research shows 

that cleaning 

the house, 

taking out trash, 

washing windows or whatever else 

you might throw at the buggers 

instills a sense of mastery, self 

reliance, responsibility, empathy and 

respect for others ñ and the sooner 

you start, the better.  

 

The study, which checked in with 84 

kids during preschool and then at 

ages 10, 15 and in their mid -20s, 

found that the ones who began 

chores at ages 3 and 4 were more 

likely to have good relationships, 

achieve academic success and be 

self-sufficient than those who started 

as teens or had none at all.  
 

CONTINUE READING 
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Written By: Shenandoah Chefalo  
  

I have attended several funerals during 

my lifetime. At one, when I was still in 

high school, I remember watching the 

mother of a friend throw herself over 

her sonõs casket, unable to contain her 

emotions.  
 

Those of us who were there sat and 

stared, stunned, but silent. Eventually, a 

much older lady with gray wispy hair 

came running down the aisle, throwing 

her arms around the womenõs 

shoulders, whispering that it was OK 

and that she should take a break for a 

while. She hugged the grieving mother 

and supported her while they looked 

for an empty chair.  
 

Later in life, I was at a funeral for a man 

who had died, and his wife, so upset 

that she was shouting profanities at his 

casket, banging on it, asking him why 

he broke his promise to never leave her. 

Again, a woman came from the back 

and threw her arms around the 

distraught woman. This time I couldnõt 

hear the conversation, but you could 

tell it was soothing.  
 

In any other public situation, these 

types of outbursts would be deemed 

unacceptable. But, at a funeral, when 

individuals are grieving, it seems we 

have an unstated rule that any and all 

behavior is acceptable, and it 

probably should be.  
 

However, what if you lost a loved one 

over and over again? What if they 

presumably died more than once? For 

some of the children lost in our foster 

care system, that is exactly the case. 

They are pulled from their parents, and 

placed in a presumably safer 

environment. Some are reunited, only 

to be pulled again. Others will never 

see their parents again. How are they 

allowed to grieve?  CONTINUE READING 
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